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CONFIDENTIAL ACCRA 2702 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC IV GH 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE KIDNAP THREAT 

1. ON MORNING OF MAY 16 A MR. ROBERT OTENG, GHANAIAN, VISITED 
PAO AND LATER EMBASSY OFFICERS TO REPORT THAT ON THE EVENING 
OF MAY 9 HE WAS TRAVELING FROM THE IVORY COAST TO GHANA AND 
SLEEPING AT A FILLING STATION NEAR THE IVORY COAST/GHANAIAN 
BORDER PREPARATORY TO CROSSING THE BORDER ON THE MORNING OF 
MAY 10. HE WAS JOINED AT HIS SHELTER AREA BY THREE MEN 
TRAVELING ON FOOT, TWO OF WHOM WERE BLACK AND ONE DESCRIBED 
BY OTENG AS FAIRER SKINNED. HE FEIGNED SLEEP AND LISTENED TO 
THEIR CONVERSATION. ONE OF THE BLACKS HE FELT POSSIBLY COULD 
BE GHANAIAN; THE OTHER HE COULD NOT IDENTIFY. THE FAIR-SKINNED 
MAN WAS STURDILY BUILT, WEARING A TEE-SHIRT, BROWNISH HAIR, AND 
WAS THE APPARENT LEADER. OTENG FELT THAT HE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE 
FROM MAURITANIA, I.E., NORTH AFRICAN. HE DID NOT THINK HE WAS 
"EUROPEAN WHITE MAN." 

2. THE THREE CONVERSED IN BROKEN ENGLISH, THE FAIR-SKINNED MAN 
SPEAKING WITH HEAVY ACCENT ON HIS R'S. THE CONVERSATION WAS 
VERY SHORT AND CENTERED ON AN APPARENT PLOT TO KIDNAP "SOMEBODY 
CLOSE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY," IN ABIDJAN AND ACCRA SIMULTANEOUS- 
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LY, AND ON AN UNKNOWN DATE BUT PRIOR TO MAY 30. AT DAWN, THE THREE 
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"CONSPIRATORS" LEFT BORDER AREA AND PROCEEDED INTO INTERIOR OF 
IVORY COAST; OTENG CROSSED THE BORDER INTO GHANA AT "KOFI 
BADUKROM" FOR BEREKUM. 

3. OTENG SEEMED SINCERE TO EMBASSY OFFICERS WHO 
INTERVIEWED HIM. HE ASKED FOR NO MONEY. HE MENTIONED HIS DELAY 
IN VISITING USIS/EMBASSY WAS BECAUSE HE HAD TO THINK THE 
MATTER OVER, IT BEING SO VERY SERIOUS. HE PLANS TO RETURN TO 
THE IVORY COAST AFTER A FEW WEEKS IN GHANA TO AGAIN TAKE UP 
WORK AT THE PORT OF SAN PEDRO. 

4. THIS INCIDENT ALSO BEING REPORTED IN FULLER DETAIL THROUGH 
OTHER CHANNELS. EMBASSY PLANS TO ALERT LOCAL POLICE OFFICIALS 
AND, IN VIEW OF THIS POSSIBLE THREAT, WILL INFORM OFFICIAL 
PERSONNEL AND SELECTED LOCAL AMERICANS. 

HANSON 
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